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Pcacc 176 HHO Iltec friend I treasures bring

Jliih me from far off lately Bethlehem

So long our journey through the burning sand
It plcascth me to be at home again

My friend I cannot greet Iliac as of old V IN-

frithIn in merriment in idle jest
A soberness has fallen on my soul
A sacrcdncss has crept into my heart Ivr-

Tlwn callesl me Ballhuser I am not

The same Balllwscr wllom thou kncwcst when
Upon that night around my board vie sat
And held high revelry until the dawn
Sipping from cups of gold the costly wine
Served by my hireling slaves I am not he-

rho on the house tof stood with tlicc that such
And Mildial the stars nnnsnal wanderings
Thou nilt remember Ihon didst blame the wine

Ilor those wild antics of lite foolish slars
But well I knew tivas not within our brains
Butt in the sky itself for that same sky
Like some great book of God whereon He wrote
In words of fire 11 is secrets Ill my days
Had been my lore those slursa foreign tongue
To pigmies here on earth were plain to me
I read their meaning tossed it to the horde
Who in return gave gold renown and power
Sweet weapons these to sling mine enemies

Im not myself Ballhazers not my name
Tis tntt this tabernacle that is he
Or else I never was myself until vl1
Well Ihinkcsl thou that I could still be he f1
When I have gazed upon an infant God i1

l carried gold and spices unto Him
But bring I hack a gift more precious far
Than any rocks or shrubs shall ever yield

R

X tim days vlicn the picture nf the mountain with1
1 the 111IllrOIlOIln IlL immo stared Imclc at us from

mr jjcosraiililiP ve Iniirneil tIt t It was the liIg-
tct lrullnof tlio Aincrlciis During the dimmest

wlitii till Spaniard bniai turned aside to scale the
anoItliiB Mouiitaln which vni then In ertipt Lou tho
tern fle41 natlvoa believed truly that tho wliltn men

it were pods Ordnz brought sulphur from Its crater
for the inanufacturo of Kiinpcuvdcr Jho font gained
him a iirinuliillty rtnl knlKhtliood jUhouBltImlliinv-

I riitinerii luul hrOlhtltu from its sldeH for JilontJ
S 7itiiis Eherliets hey avoldod the burning crater

fur they licllevcd that In UH cmluriiiR llres tyrants
and wicked spirits wcro purtjad of uvll

This overlord dominates liln minions well nn llho
old awo nlhe innuiitalii ntlli llvoa In the hearts of

Mexicans Krtim the penitential stairs of Juad-

iiliiim they iiolnt to tile illin outlines of the peik
vliciii If rises veiled In pearl above thcrauC tlio
lakes On the liattlcniciitH of till castle of Chii-

imHepeo tluiy told us tluil Ciuatcmotxlii last Indian
vmpciDf hud tlici vast Aztoc treasure carried
that mountain side mid plunged Into the seething

il 1Il I iii loll when tile Spaniards pulled their city down
around their eani only to llnd the vold for which
they lIed wrought tie devastation gone Nor could

1 tho llio Pulled to his feet nor nil the torture devised
of iidvouturcm wild with tile K ° ld lust wring
fiom tho hogged prlnco the so lcturlls hiding place
Mid tile roses oC San Angel wo wore shown Popos-
totnpanlon

t
peak Itaxacclhutl tho AVhmun In AVhlti

who lies silent with hair astrcam aRid arms clasped
j upon Inir hosoni H I i4 100111 story Originally

lhcc were two lovers of whom the gods became
jealous Even down Cuornavaca wo looked
down from thc roof of Coitczs palaco over tile yol
SOW houses and tho palms to whero Ajusco the
Kitpliant Mountain shadows u painted land and

1 were told that wcro It not for the tropical hazo wo-

mlsht behold Popo GO nitles 11 way
VIEW OF MOUNTAIN

Hut It wan not unlllwothcwol11an who went
throiiRh Labtador alOne and Iwcnt down to tho
little Aztec vlllago of Ozumba with the avowed In
teatlon of him that tho clouds suddenly
parted mid wo got our first real view of tho leo
clad peak Chaste as mi Iclclo It rosa threo miles Into
tho nlr and cut the sky In two Wo looked Into each
others quaking eyes and got cold feet oven boforo
wo started We milled with tho thought however

J that wo were from tile north so Htoopliitf
toa llttlo stream cooled with tile mountains snows
wo drank to the ascent In pulriuu from tho volcano

Ozumba has not changed silIca tile conqueror pass-
ed

¬

that way Us men plough with bullocks uncia
crooked btlck and tho Inhabitants still speak tho
Aztec tongui

Wo J1ltupat thohosteIWoraCllbun woman
whcro did not scruple nt disturbing our
lust course at dinner which consisted of beans

I by running through tim room our return from
a native dnnco whero lha swish of bare sandaled
feet mingled regularly with the bad music wrung
from llddlea wo lollrcd aalhoUleltcrM a tallow
candle Is not conducive bedtime parleys

1 Our early start next morning dragged on till 10

oclock which resulted Innurbcr r caught In tile
afternoon dolugo of tile tropics ns It was tile rainy
Reason of tho year llio worst time possible mak-
ing

¬

tho ascent Provisioning had to bol1one nt tile
utritngo open air m n lea f hero wrinkled crones pni-
illded over heaps of detectable limes and green pep ¬

Per whllo others fished out steaming chicken and
mnlo from burnt clay Jars Then our two Mexican
guides moro Ingenuity In thinking of thlne-
Hre ought to have than Initiative procuring them

Were It not for our twentieth century sweaters and
boots wo might have bcenorin pll rlmiigo to Jeru-
salem

¬

Tile two mousecolored burros picked their
way daintily along tha cobblcstono street WillIe the
larger pack animal lumbered behind them TIle two
Mexican guides wore u 10sll lIohlvlllle cotton
trousers Slid rainbow zarajes whllo limnenso sugar-
loaf hats throw their Hebraic features Into shadow

1 I
nEADYMADB ilopSi-

Tour natlyeiwhbid5C31not vasta scork lies thriftily
iCNI r tho bcdu ot iy lf strcahiaT ntpiroads
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Th Gsntile shall come to Thy light and 1-

f

Inhere ba CSli110Jlt Tis neither there nor hhzcrc5
fi if j y

But here purple robe of mine Lj

Here in these veins filled to satiety
Uhcrc to the time of that infinite gift
Bounds the hot blood with victor Jfti1IJinel-

ld
As through the veins of conquerors

My I try your patience Ill t
With your departure to your fathers ll i icJiXI lk f tL
And if my thirsty lougiic can lap tli CiL Itljlfi f Vj i f f
Ill four them forth that yon may comprehend

t rff j
The course I tool made me what I amA< 4 vp-

v

fL
ir

That night I watched and I beheld i
qJir ktni

Change after change come ocr the brooding sly >
The stars no longer in their courses ran < t gfis1 Vt
But leaped and capered through the puzzled air f
And one new large mysteriously bright ii
Put all the splendor of the rest to naught-

I
Yi ei fiEItj

stood abashcd What that flaming sign

Blazing in awful silence overhead iYl i tr
r gazed and marveled gazedand marveled ou ej V

i j gl 1v

Three nights passed in wonder on the fourth 02lt0tli >

There came Mclchoir and Kasfar Godly such >
llho tooL their knowledge of liejllysticslmGf 5 nL

g

A seasoning of IWlgsmld prophecies g j
A measure of Isaiah these they mixed >t >> iJ kY

d i

Into a mess of pottage los the which i >
I had but little appetite They came ili ki

7oaddlllylolcal counsel to their faith <

The night ttrtr passed argnmcntand prayer
They offering the latter 1 the rest
They praying that I should behold the light
Which light would lead mc to the Prince of Peace

un
Thiough the paSs whore tile Icy blast annihilated
Cortczs hotcountry Indians maidenhair and the
bio irod begonia called Heait of Jesus peeped
now from the high embankment Just before wo en-

tered
¬

the Holds of maguey which Is house raiment
rind drink to tile Mexican nn old woman cnn icu
to Inform vi that her housn was ours and presented
us with bouquets of scarlet geranium which np-

propilalo gift called forth profuse thanks from the
mountain climbers

church In the distance-
no Mexican scene Is complete without a deserted

church wo plunged Into the jungle and followed
tho trail that probably no white woman had ever
trod before Visitors usually go from Amecamcca-
bpund the night at a halfway house reach the sum ¬

mit slide down the snow banks on mats and make
tile descent the next day ItthesetltUICd they
will havo a monumental tomb great and chili as the
heart might

Tile nprcadlng branches of tile trees were swaddled
In Nile gi eon moss willie beneath their somber
shade blazed the crimson of the wild tulip Upon us
weighed tha heavy stillness of the forest broken oc

tcaslonally by tIle twitter of a bird or tho flutter
ofia bluo wing

Suddenly vlthoutja1 iinoments warnlngi thVsofti
1 5 a-

ii 1=

Cinjjs to the brightness of Thy rising Isaiah

+

For surely say the prophets Kaspar cried <
Led bya Star Kings unto Him shall coun-

ts

J

ffii
I 1

I I

when tlc daivn brokc with its welcome light ji
<

Prayer over argument had so prevailed 11
lThat with our servants gold and frankincense jfWi j

Ourcamels bore toward the Holy West> i rjj f

1 KJ
TIC way was long League after league we rode c 3f
Across the desert over hill and dale i

1r rij
Resting by lay and weighing how to tune I r J

ff

Our words awl voices best to suit the car vf f E

Of the great Conqueror the Kingof Kings o 1 Wi
Rehearsing in what manner we might lay f tff l

Before His splendid Presence our poor gifts Y i W

Again at night when all the stars came UItt > t 1 +
And one so like the light of noonday sun Ii u

As bright more tender beckoned silently f
We hastened onward with a hope renewed 0ii
And though our camels feet seemed winged itjj
Scarce could they with our eagerness keep pace hki
Then one sad night we missed our guiding Star it
Tic drifting clouds had hidden it jti
journeyed on in darkness ill the dawn J jj J >

Revealed the walls of proud Jerusalem il1 J ltB
Here here cried Mclchoir shall we find the Kiiigf

Within these walls sisal find the One we seek 1J
ilf WiiA

SQtI
+

Then sought wc far and wide and found Him l tJSW i

But learned from great King Herods scribes and priests j l

Thai out of Bethlehem should come the Prince 0j < <
Should come the King and Ruler of the Jcws c

Then mounted we our camels once again
And journeyed foncard as the night came all
The clouds were slowly lifting from the sky
And lo what a joy was ours The Star was there

Jt
i

desire

H

rain of tile tropics was upon us First It splashed us
with great humid drops then lashed us In sheets
and finally deluged us with n drowning downpour
We could see hIlt a short distance lnhelldntlll to
make matters worso the flood lied converted tho
troll Into a raging stream through which wo flound-
ered

¬

sometimes sinking knee keep In the mud nUll
again clutching the embankment keep ourselves
from being borno backward

Our fourfooted companions suffered moro than we
for nil the belaboring of tho guides could hardly
drlyo thorn forward Tho pack animal mired again

i nnd again Once ho became wedged so firmly be-
tween

¬

two banks that wo thought wo should have
to abandon him It took the removal of the pack
and a 1H1lr hours continuous tugging and lashing-
to get him out

STARTLING AVAliANCIIBV

At another point tho burros absolutely refused to
go on Investigation showed that a part of tho moun-
tain

¬

had caved In nUll obliterated tho trail Wo had
not gone far wheii hvo heard n lumhflng nolco and
nhCl Ioru atll point wo should havo readIed In-

n few minutes a great embankment of earth carry-
ing

¬

with It boulders dId the trunks of mighty trees
tumbled down and plIed a mountain In our thAi
wocautIously cut a way aroundtlt now terrors woro

added to our trip tile fear of bolng buried alive
Desplto tho discomfort of wet chIlls and tho bitter

old that penetrated our bones wo plodded on with
thanksgiving in our hearta for bur miraculous escape

Wo now reached 11 place HII preclpltous that wo wcro
forced literally to crawl upon our hands and knee
Wo took tho precaution however of preceding tho
bnrrn as Wi did tint wish to run tile risk of having
ono of them all on us

We emerged Into a virgin forest of plno anti cellar
nnd the air was sweet with tIle damp smelt of tho
iialsam

Tho guides looked at each other With distraught
gaz Tho trait was guIle Thoy consulted hastily
together Ollonf them went abeiid but returned
moro glum than over They something
anilthotrllth burst upon im that wo were lost

Hastily driving thu animals to tile sheltolora
largo tree ono of tlio Mexicans went In search
Iho lost trail while the other hastily conntrucledn
tenljut of our blankets performance which
rendered them soaked for tile night

POIur
time away by rendering Oh How

Dry I Am hut on sluIcing our thirst from li rivulet
that ran down tile mlddlo of till tent wo changed-
It to drinking songs from tile opera After nbout two

hours walt the tlmorefusedto be beguiled and our
guide who was plainly uneasy departed In search
oflhoOlhcl one

Scenery Is Ill rlsht hut It Is nntn cheering thing
for two lone women to contemplate In u rainstorm
on Popocatepetl-

Woi reflected that we had tho provisions null rherr
ed up which brightening brought tlio guides Thoy
led UH hack over tha trail rllI1 ¬

tance wi lIed come
were usaln on tho nFeent much flho

long afternoon had worn nwuy V became panic
HlT c nWhvll wo thought OtlIO instantaneous
descent of night In tile tropics <

The Mexicans paid they knew of u ciuv up tho
mountain stIle whcro wo could pa slhq iiIghlThcy

wo Klumblcd on
Night tel nnd nHiCIIlllsmtJ n cloak AVhnt had

tnxeloul utmost powers 1111110 light becamo n-

flasco In the dark Suffering had now given placo
numbness which was by tho blind Instinct to-

go on
In answer our weary query how much

till guldos now Informed us wo wcro nearlng tho
placo whero S IWOrO IOIl > H tlt night They
tethered the burros anti then Ill II t tClelt hurriedly In
Sjianlsli for us to keel close to the wall We turned
white tile next morning when OfclW tile ledgo
wOo had passed In thu lark whero a misstep 11Itho
slippery earth mount a plungo to utter destruction

Tho cave when lighted by till feeble llul onra
cnndIOPIoIJd to be a rock Miolf located midway on
tile mire face of a cliff Wo ate our Upi I11l
grateful glow of tho rampflre There was goata
milk ehceso frljolvH warmed with chile cakes of
soft chocolate mid goods V laughed ovor
tho lime honored juleliCllIIlIQI boll water without
burning for our hot water had a decidedly smoky
flavor

Wo removed our hoots hIlt Impressed with the
utter utIlity of trying to dry our vainsoaked gar-
ments

¬

lit last lay 1 WIlIl sleep lIe roof ttprun-
u dozen leaks and wo nwoko to find our heads lying
In a pool of water After that we gavo up all hop
of rest Tho lire hal flickered All our at-
tempts to roUse out guides who curled tlivm-
cclvea up In warm libel main wovell of bark were
fruitless Wo learned afterwards that It was as
much us u mans life was worth tcgo fter wood
until It was light 1111110 meantime they only srunt
ed WIllIe wo shrinked Madera wood Muy Cxll-
chte a phraso that waR supposed 10 inonhJliikoIt moro understood It to mean thatwo wore too warm the next tiny they laughed
over It Vo woro nil Mvtcho tin very enI11hlll
tho Scnorcta thoro was Muy Callcnto very hotthey ciiid In tho meantime wo resigned ourselvesto chill till morning

ALONG THE
Instead of tile midden burst of davn that oecuraIn the tropics tho light crept howlS cnB with

was but vo were
101l101IIIIIn Ilellc to rcsuiriQ the pllmb Tho storm

had converted every gully Into u raslne stream Mo

i 7 S1J i lit3l 1riIj-
Jlilli1Jl jil > f ii lI mi

j

It hovered like a winged messenger
i

iHt
II

J
11Fi

Then paused and cast a gentle i1 I
1

Into the Is of Bethlehem j
Ii

A ih ift1j foour caravan ti i WI I

White the hills where shepherds pi I I jl
1 j

A chorus as of sacred voices rang f1-

Ah never never more cuts I forget i1I l It1
The heavnly sweetness of that angel sQiig tIlt
All

j 11

nature heard and sent the far
the holy atmosphere+ > ii Ir j

The song grew faint and fainter no man iarDfJ u jii
t
I

I

f
j

Intrude Isis voice on that exalted air lt i-

So
F f T t

L 1r

without words we rode into the street > 1iftf t d i
1

ii1ojHi0 dLed by a Star to worship at
I

uf fl
i

t

1

i-lCiiytjJH
The Star hung low and focusing its light > ii k 14 1Z
Upon the dwelling Ortllclltal if ilE YW i

Pierced through the very roof of that mean frfiif 1 >
s 4 Htt

hid poured its wealth of splendor on a Babe f r
A

I i

He lav upon Juts virgin mothers breast iYf 1i
c
U

tJ iltU-

h
On whose pure face a smile so tender shone j F1 H I

did wonder if she were of earth > tff g jhJtvjtfflf L1

Melchoir and ought Is aj 1 IcSf1l ti
k

And laid them on the infant Saviors bed t f 1f I ii lJR

gazed Into Ills faceasic long deep laoli > iiJflJ Z i ih

llldllllhat hour tie old Balthazcfdicd < l 1lMJ dl J
And he who stands before you then was born fiJf j

Brother I saw His face the Masters face Yt fJ Jf IH
IJft 11

< Itt gentle sitccl compassion majesty ii it + 1

+ i j
Its love its loftiness neer was seen H2 Wi t t fI ii-

i

In mortal face before so burned my eyes i iiy S n
1i

And burning reached my soul that never more
eIc

ll f fii b t I
J 1

Can be erased that image mine heart f F Iifl r

But I shall Him in each cringing slave Lf < jii f i
II

q
i

And in mine enemies Now I am done j t < i iffJ ff1i-

d 0 1
f

Peace he unto Ihcc lcssdisuI to my foes iil < 1 r

Sweet peace unto forever more
cJjf

111 lf 1 tl
Awl peace oh God peace to the little child it tTif tfH i
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pOp0 MEXICOS
I

41jF
allowed theso to stibsldo whllo w dawdled over
our damp jirupi rut Ions for departure > iHiding the nnlmuls was iiniv an Impossibility and
Ill Mexicans went ahead and hoo1 IL path wltli-
thulr

4

machete long Hwordlke knives Wo found
ii hollow log tilled with tho MWcolcst water Lower-
ing

¬ Iour lips to Its shimmering surface wo drank long
draughts cowboy fashion V 1 were 1101 nbovo tbii
doll 124 which lid not prevent others mill higher up
froni ruining on us Slid mist llllml barrancas ami-
Koftencd precipices whero wo would havu Plckehetr
and ritlod In IL full light Occasionally tile clouds tparted and wo behold eiitrancltig glimpses of cnn ji 4i 91 1yim thousands of feet below us Like tho cbarins of
an eastern beauty which aru all tlm more fascinating L1J
when half concealed wu mnrvulcd when tile fcs
toons or Spanish moss mulled into pulo gray mist i9t1AVo abandoned nur burros at t lIe tlmberllnellwl
started aoross lie lava beds on tOot Oiir fool was
made into u manpack and tIle precious water carried-
In II pall for tilde Is IIClhlllGOIl C lIe lava bc U-
cxcopts

i
hills and valleys of black ashes True SILl

found tiny yellow daisy with frosted looking leavih
but It was more rare than the edelweiss of Switzer-
land

¬

dOver hill nnd down kIlt wo trailed leaving our Toot
prints nil ovcry step When wo gut to tlio placo where 41j3tl1
tho heart boats faster and breathing becomes u
burden for PolIo Is 17SOO foci above tIle level of thu-
eea Slit down to rest-

1liolIlr
q iti1ttt

wan like champagne and went to our heads
nnd wuhall1I far away feeling that somo v hero 5t
beneath us beyond tho clouds lay tho world tI mThey say that on u clear day you cUll look from
ocean to occaii from the Atlantic lotha Paclllc from I

this rim of tho continent sighed ilIl K whllo I lJH U

vo cannot oven aeo the peak wo aroclimbing dt
In direct refutation tile sun appeared exposing to l11lI I ti

our enchanted gnxo tho snow wlilto cono that gifliiiiergLMl like a bride
Elalud wo spurred ourselves on AVo had pascd fthrough a long murow valley ami cmergod at tao fjf S

now line when our guide who hail bcen 4Xtllli n ill S

iiuiiilry tracks showed vlallilu signs of alarm Ill lIt 5

torlng 111 bombrex ltlIllwnllllho moun-
tains

¬

turned In two i
iruivlng specks fur htJlow13-

1olhu1s they tourists reinIIrkeil Mrs
K I as sho promptly Silt
becan pulling her valuables In her loWI1111 SItr-

viMf

thing Inn a manner i
Nt rubber explained tile guldi > whereupon I

wasted one of tho llvo shots ill nur pistol lo eolfIt would go on Jt till Then suggested burying
lhl1II1wflmwo might kill somo one

let 119 go Aru they Mexicans or-
whlto men 7 1 usked realizing that different colorsfall for different tactics

HOSTILE SpAXmmS-
IxltIS

I

laconically wo woro to see for 4 i
ollr they lIed taken a abort cut mid worn
running swiftly along n ledge to Intercept our ad-
vance

¬

wo behold silhouetted against tile sky C

men with 101 guns Thoy WUllumrlcar hats ChIll
alIen that tho cold mercilesslyagainst tbolr lean baro limbs

Gelling directly In front o IIslhoyeloWI-Ctllo ¬ 1 I

hind Immunso boulders 4544Jus AVo expected that Silo next order would bo
lo hold up our nde ik1 1

Following tho ejaculation of Phlllpn we wheeled IKUddenly and behold In tlio volley below
us on all sides It dozen armed men clc1cIU1

4 iI tiIn which stress of circumstances I lIed a really Whbrilliant Idea Theso men abovo aro escaped crim ¬
inals nnd those bolow are tile guards after Ihem jj
urn they arc using us for covur I wound uphynterIcully I

Tho men below SlatS now closed 1101 us whereupon
L

thoso crouched behind tho J

ill dr guns in II ffuntlemanly manner and descended My-

il

ii
V lcoltotrlllOerllNH the faces of OUt guides I F

Tin Ii tel II police corny to Jt
warn us that tlinns worn robbers In tlio mountains tIand turn ua IlLICIt

but we bad COllIe lo gaso Into till t burning crater i lS
nnd bad u InllllCor a IlhoJIU slido and we iwere tile tracks ofa her-
doeltlollu1allthulealo

SJJ
thlavon hail

returning a Jurtllariul
h1ilnJlnr dark and they would notlJllSPi1ISlhll t l

O 1111111111 ns I I
reinforced dismally wo turned and Iu1Iretraced our stops tI4 IiSThat nlghtlllhe real elnowherl wo were to pass tIi V

stIr II de110nnlrdlWobaled whether WI should risk a Its M ij
CIllolce shoIII IttlttOO same robbers from whomwo had IUCSOIIItor of a moun ¬

tain lion Wilt got a boy before wan
lold and the mOnlllllltNI that It wuu bccnusa shs1s11
ho didnt have to brivb tJ I

bcni AVd hul n tire so immense that tflIo i
smothered smoke

Sleepwas1 Impossible and ns we sn t In the 11blaze lelUIJ lurid slnriles yo reiloeti twhat spleiidld tnrr Avwil mako for iiun1 5

shadowy lltnirei tluU witclied rom across It ii
barrnncn AVhollvi they wiW tViid or fee wo ncViir I

had occasion to find out and after tin non of time1
came the dJvwti

s
t1jif1-

C L5tc f 3-
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